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In EYFS, we expect children to understand and use the following words or their associated meanings:

Celebration, music, dance, tradition, voice, sound, whisper, speaking, high, low, higher, lower, body sounds, rhythm, beat, hands, knees, stomp, feet,
instrumental sounds, tempo, fast, slow, drum, triangle, shaker, tambourine, cabasa, maraca, fast, slow, creaking, whoosh, whistling, rustling, nature sounds,
pitch, quiet, soft, silence, Actions, Action songs, Communicating, Understand, Lyrics, Verse, Beat, Heartbeat, Pulse, Steady, Repeat, Constant, Drum, Piece,

Composer, Tempo, Fast, Moderate, Medium, Slow, Siren, Cello, Tempo, Performance, Audience

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term
Keeping the Pulse Sound Patterns (Fairy tales) Musical symbols (Under the sea)
pulse character dynamics
singing voice voice pitch
speaking voice sound pattern rest
thinking voice sound pattern
Pitch (Superheroes) tempo

high

low

pattern
performance
pitch

tempo

Call and Response Songs (Animals)

call and response
dynamics
sound pattern

Instruments (Musical storytelling)
dynamics

encore

instrumental sound

sound effect

tempo

Structure (Myths and legends)

one-beat notes
composition

paired half-beat notes
legend

myth

notation

Pitch (Musical me
dot

high

low

musical sentence
notation

phrase

pitch

pitch pattern
stave
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pulse

rest

rhythm
structure
tempo
thinking voice

Ballads
ballad
ensemble
compose

Pentatonic Melodies and Composition
tempo

crescendo

dynamics

timbre

duration

Traditional Instruments and Improvisation

Bollywood
drone
notation
rag

sitar

tabla
tanpura
tala

Developing singing technique
composition

melody

notation

tempo

minim

crotchet

quaver

coordinated

disciplined

Body and Tuned Percussion
pitter

patter

raindrop
clapping
clicking

body percussion
tempo

rhythm

boom

snap

structure
texture

contrast

Adapting and Transposing Motifs
backing track
bass line

beat

call and response
compose
crotchet

dotted minim
flats

graphic notation
in-time

in-tune

key

key signature

Changes in Pitch, Tempo and Dynamics
a cappella

breathing

dynamics

harmony

listen

ostinato

percussion

layer

Samba and Carnival Sounds and instruments
agogo

bateria

caixa

carnival
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higher
lower
compose
loop
melody
pitch
inspiration
keyboard

loop

lyrics

minim

motif

notation

ostinato

pitch

quavers
repeating patterns
repetition

rhythm

rhythmic notation
riff

semibreve

sharps

tempo

transpose

tuned instrument
vocal warm-ups

chocalho
composition
crescendo
cowbell
dynamics
ensemble
features

ganza
influenced
metronome
off-beat
percussion
pulse

repique
rhythmic break
Samba

Samba breaks
structure
surdo
syncopated rhythms
tamborim
unison
untuned percussion

Composition Notation

features
notation
repeating
unison
composition
structure
repetition
melody
tempo
compose
ensemble
minor key

Blues

Blues

chord

12-bar Blues
bar

scale

Blues scale
bent notes
ascending scale
descending scale
improvisation

South and West Africa
a cappella

Composition to represent the festival of colour
synesthesia

dynamics

Holi

graphic score

vocal composition

performance
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call and response
dynamics
performance
chord
improvisation
ostinato

break
poly-rhythms
master drummer
syncopation
metronome

Dynamics, Pitch and Tempo Theme and Variations Baroque
audio/video 3/4 time Baroque
depicting 4/4 time bass clef
texture accidentals canon
pitch body percussion fugue
dynamics diaphragm ground bass
conductor legato opera
improvisation motif oratorio
notation orchestra polyphonic
graphic score percussion recitative
composition phrases . X
practising pitch Composing and Performing a Leavers’ Song
group work pizzicato allegro
ensemble pulse arrar?gement
backing track
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quaver

rhythm

rhythmic elements
section
semi-quaver
staccato

tempo

theme

TIKI-TIKI, TI-TIKI, TIKI-TI
translate
variations

vocal line
woodwind

chorus

chord progression
compose
crescendo
diminuendo
dynamics
evaluate

forte

largo

lyrics

melody

mood

musical features
piano

poetic
repetitive
rhyme
ritardando
sequence
stave notation
upbeat

verse
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